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Katy F. Liang
UNDER OBSERVATION
Kathleen Keenan
She says
she was sitting at the piano,
playing a little tune
when I called. 'It is so good
to hear
your voice,"
she says.
"And yours," I lean into the phone.
She
starts to
sob and do you do you
know, know
what it's like to walk the
floors of such a place, to wake at
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night and watch the sounds of those
who walk
those floors at night to remain
calm
on the floors of such a place
where people
walk the walls, they crawl, in the night
on the floors
of such a place.
Do you know
what it is like
to remain
calm in a place
with floors,
a place
of nights, like that
What it is like
to watch a psychiatrist who is always
misplacing things, who is always asking
his nurse, where’s his pen, watching a
psychiatrist such as this
treat you for misplacing things,
what it is like
to lay awake all night
the night
before they let you out
because you have a slight
temperature and unless it’s gone by early a.m.
you will remain another day, week, forever, amen.
Do you know what it’s like to be told
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you can go home
and then
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